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Letter from Our Foundation Chairman 

Morton Plant Mease Health Care Foundation Supporters,

Let me begin by extending my personal thanks for the support you’ve 
given Morton Plant Mease Health Care Foundation to turn new pilot 
programs and advanced technologies into a reality at our not-for-
profit hospitals. And, more importantly, countless patients of today 
and tomorrow are benefiting from the generosity of a community of 
donors who make extraordinary health care a priority.

While patients can’t thank you directly, you can be certain that there’s overwhelming 
gratitude when our physicians are able to treat, cure and restore patients to a normal way 
of life. That’s what makes our efforts worthwhile and prompts us to continue transforming 
health care through philanthropy. 

One of the most exciting events recently was the opening of Mease Countryside Hospital’s 
Bilheimer Tower, named after benefactors Nancy and David Bilheimer, thanks to their  
$5 million transformational gift. Getting a project like this under way takes years of planning, 
especially during a pandemic, and we know this new facility will live up to its promise of 
delivering exceptional care in our community.

Speaking of our benefactors, in this year’s Philanthropy Report we invite you to meet four 
extraordinary donor couples who reached the benefactor level in 2021. Our benefactors are a 
special group of philanthropists whose transformational financial commitment to improving 
the health of our community has exceeded $1,000,000 in cumulative giving.

When we talk about health care, it’s often in the millions. But it takes thousands of us to make 
these changes possible — upgrades on our campuses, new programs to help those in need 
and educational services for our nurses and physicians to ensure we receive the best care 
possible when we need it.

Thanks again for the role you play in making all these things possible.
 
With great appreciation, 

William (Bill) Fisher
Chairman, Morton Plant Mease Health Care Foundation 

William (Bill) Fisher

A Gift from  
the Heart
Special thanks to the 
Schwartz Family for their 
transformational gift that 
helped propel the Foundation 
to exceed our Morgan 
Heart Hospital Community 
Challenge. Brian Schwartz 
and his sister Tracey made 
the gift in honor of their 
parents, Dr. Joseph and Sherry 
Schwartz, for their steadfast 
and long-term commitment 
to caring for our community. 
The gift was announced to 
coincide with the retirement 
of their dad, who was a 
primary care physician 
focused on cardiovascular 
health in Clearwater for more 
than 50 years. The Morgan 
Heart Hospital Community 
Challenge provided funding 
to transform the hospital’s 
facilities, including building a 
second hybrid operating suite.

Dr. Joseph and 
Sherry Schwartz

Dr. Joseph and 
Sherry Schwartz 
are recognized on 
the donor wall 
at Morton Plant 
Hospital.
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Reflections from the President
Dear Foundation Friend, 

The last two years have been remarkable. Together we 
navigated our way through the most difficult times in 
our history. Made possible by the philanthropic support 
from our community, it’s inspiring to reflect on all the 
accomplishments we achieved together.

Staying true to our mission and remaining steadfast in our 
commitment, Morton Plant Mease Health Care Foundation 

invested $10.25 million in 2021 for our not-for-profit hospitals to champion 
36 programs and 22 capital projects. Thank you for putting your trust in our 
programs, hospitals and team members.

2021 was also a year of innovation. Our Foundation team used technology to 
conduct meetings through video chat, we hosted several virtual events and we 
stayed at the top of newsfeeds on Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn. Through 
these varied communication channels, we have continued to remain visible to 
our community and donors.  

We recently hosted our Annual Meeting where we combined two years of 
honorees into one special evening. Our loyal supporters gathered to recognize 
our remarkable medical staffs and team members of Morton Plant Mease with 
our most prestigious award – the Golden Flame Philanthropy Award. Long 
before the pandemic started, our team members and physicians already knew the 
meaning of courage and commitment. If nothing else, this pandemic brought to 
light the true value and importance of access to outstanding, compassionate and 
well-trained clinical experts. We also recognized eight physician leaders with the 
Distinguished Physician Leadership Award. Turn to page 10 to learn more and 
see photos from this memorable evening.

We’re overwhelmed by the loyalty of our donors who have stuck by us diligently 
over the last two years.  Together, we’re elevating the standards of health care 
in our communities, continually transforming great care to extraordinary. Our 
future looks bright. Your philanthropy matters!    

Forever grateful,

Ernestine Morgan, CFRE
President and CEO, Morton Plant Mease Health Care Foundation

Ernestine Morgan

Retired Nurse Pays It  
Forward by Giving Back
Special thanks to Diane Faulconer for her 
lead gift to name the Nursing Education 
Simulation Lab at Mease Dunedin Hospital. 
Her generous gift was used to upgrade the 
simulation equipment to state-of-the-art 
technology which will help sharpen our 
nurses’ critical thinking skills. Simulation 
technology has dramatically influenced the 
way nurses learn and care for patients in a 
safe and controlled environment. 

“Being a former nurse myself, I know the 
hardships and challenges we face in the 
industry,” says Diane. “Nurses are the ones 
who spend the most time with you when 
you’re in the hospital, and I think it’s vital 
to our community that they’re certified and 
specialized in their fields. I hope to see my 
donations offer more nursing scholarships, 
pay for certifications, help build and advance 
simulation labs and, overall, simply help 
nurses better themselves professionally and 
personally.”

The Nursing Education Lab in the Sally L. Bailey  
Nursing Education Center is named after  
Diane Faulconer in recognition of her gift.
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Allie Cantonis 
Foundation Board Member and Community Volunteer

Philanthropy is the bow on the 
package of what makes a good 
community a great community. It’s 
the icing on the cake, the rainbow 
after a storm. In other words, to 
have a civilized society, there needs 
to be government—to build roads 
and bridges that get us where we 
want to go, and to provide services 
like public schools, parks and 

recreation, transportation, and the court system. We also must 
have private enterprise, to provide jobs and goods and services 
that contribute to our quality of life, from the biggest of the 
big, like Apple and Amazon, to the mom and pops down the 
street. And we must have philanthropy, to provide various needs 
for those less fortunate than ourselves. This includes housing, 
medical care, the performing arts and education to name a few. 
In the end, one can have a community without philanthropy, but 
the community can’t be extraordinary without philanthropy.

Jason Wilson, MD, MBA, CPE, FACS 
Surgical Oncologist

As a practicing physician at 
Morton Plant Mease, I get to 
see daily how patients benefit 
from grants made possible by 
community philanthropy through 
Morton Plant Mease Health Care 
Foundation. Our cancer patients 
have access to counselors through 
the Cancer Patient Support 

Services (CaPSS), which has been funded by a grant through the 
Foundation for more than a decade. Our counselors positively 
impact the care patients receive in our comprehensive breast 
program. I personally support Morton Plant Mease Health Care 
Foundation as a donor and advocate because these grants help 
set our hospitals apart and positively impact patients in our 
community.

Sydney Niewierski, CFP 
Vice Chair of Foundation’s Board of Directors
Managing Partner, Keybridge Wealth Management, LLC

Often, we see an issue or problem 
in our society or local community 
and hope that somehow it’ll 
get fixed. When I think of the 
word “philanthropy,” I believe 
it’s the vehicle that helps drive 
change for the greater good. It’s 
important that we all understand 
the need to be active members 
of our community so that 

together, we can all help to make it the ideal place we want to 
live and have our children grow up. Community involvement 
and philanthropy that’s focused on the hospital system is 
vital because health care impacts every single person in the 
community. Without our health, not much else matters. Health 
care is a need every single person of a community uses and 
relies on. Without philanthropy, we simply don’t have a voice in 
the quality of health care we receive. It’s one of the few universal 
causes that impacts each member of the community no matter 
what your background may be.

What Philanthropy Means to Me
We asked key supporters of Morton Plant Mease Health Care Foundation to weigh in on a single topic: philanthropy.
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Meredith Carlton 
Director of Operations Mease Hospitals 

For most people, giving is 
personal, often inspired to support 
a cause that resonates with them 
due to a personal experience. 
As a nursing and administrative 
leader, the inspiration is personal 
to me as well. I’ve watched 
health care professionals 
navigate through unprecedented 
times to deliver extraordinary, 

patient-centered care. As the health care landscape continues 
to evolve, commitment to philanthropy is vital in supporting 
future growth and stability within our industry; it allows us to 
share our passion about the value of the services we provide. 
Philanthropic giving re-enforces our commitment to our 
communities through the support of nursing scholarships and 
cutting-edge technology, and ensures that Morton Plant Mease 
continues to excel as an industry leader. 

Rich Bekesh 
President, Spring Engineering Inc.
Member of Morton Plant North Bay Hospital Board of Trustees

As a longtime employer in 
this community and a lifelong 
resident, it’s vitally important 
to me that the absolute highest 
level of health care and medical 
treatment is readily available to 
my staff and their families, as well 
as my own family and friends. The 
quality of the health care speaks 

volumes about a community. I’m actively involved with Morton 
Plant North Bay Hospital and contribute my time and resources 
so that in the unfortunate event that any of my colleagues, 
friends or family need medical care, they can find outstanding 
care locally without having to travel out of the area.

Renee and Dan Shoby 
Director of Patient Services - Mease Countryside Hospital
Director of Patient Services - Morton Plant North Bay Hospital

We’ve chosen a life of serving 
through our careers and feel it’s 
essential to help provide others 
with a chance at that opportunity. 
We wouldn’t be where we are 
today without the assistance we 
received from the Foundation.  
Both of us benefited from tuition 
assistance and scholarships 

that furthered our education and training so that we could 
become nursing leaders. It’s important to give back to the team 
that supports our patients, families and our community. It’s 
priceless to see those benefits awarded to our team members 
who otherwise wouldn’t have been afforded the opportunity 
to be a nurse. Giving back to the Foundation allows us to 
promote growth from within our team through education and 
training and provides us with incredible patient care techs and 
registered nurses. 
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Diedra and Bob Sorensen
Diedra and Bob have always 
believed that people get 
involved with specific not-
for-profits largely because 
of something that happened 
directly to them or a loved one. 
In their cases, giving back to 
help improve cardiovascular 
care is something that’s literally 
near and dear to their hearts. 

Over the past 25 years, Bob has had 14 heart catheterizations, 
11 coronary stents, two open-heart surgeries, two aortic valve 
replacements, three bypasses, a tricuspid valve repair and two 
heart attacks. The Sorensens are forever grateful to the cardiac 
experts at Morton Plant Hospital and Mease Countryside 
Hospital for granting Bob a new lease on life after both 
hospitals saved his life following a heart attack. 

Bob says it best, “When you’re laying on a gurney in the 
hospital hallway waiting for your procedure, you’re not thinking 
about that three-foot putt you missed or that fish that got away. 
You’re thinking, ‘I sure hope these doctors are well trained and 
that they’re equipped with the best possible tools available to 
give me the best possible outcomes.’ ” 

Thank you to Bob and Diedra Sorensen for helping transform 
Mease Countryside Hospital’s catheterization labs and 
paying it forward so that future generations have even more 
opportunities to receive the highest quality care possible—close 
to home.

Paula and Peter Vosotas
Paula and Peter Vosotas have 
been longtime members of 
Morton Plant Mease Health 
Care Foundation but became 
closer to the Foundation’s 
mission in 2016 when Peter 
had a triple bypass surgery at 
Morton Plant Hospital. Peter 
compliments the facilities, team 
members and equipment, and 
commends them for being 

“top-notch.” His positive experience gave his family a great 
sense of appreciation for the good health care available in our 
community. Both Peter and Paula have also received care at 
Mease Countryside Hospital and Mease Dunedin Hospital.

On a behind-the-scenes tour of Mease Countryside Hospital in 
2019, Peter and Paula were able to see how the expansion of the 
new Bilheimer Tower would positively impact the community 
with upgraded facilities, cutting-edge technology and increased 
number of patient beds. They were excited about the expansion 
and liked the idea of naming the new Paula and Peter Vosotas 
Observation Unit, which would provide 30 patient beds 
adjacent to the emergency room.

Paula and Peter are active in several community organizations 
including the Dunedin Fine Arts Center, the Florida Orchestra 
and the University of South Florida, and are members at 
Espiritu Santo Catholic Church. Married since 1962, the 
Vosotas’ are originally from New York and met each other in 
New Hampshire when Paula was teaching at the University 
of New Hampshire and Peter was in the Navy. They have two 
children, five grandchildren and two great grandchildren, and 
have proudly lived in the Clearwater area for 41 years.

Celebrating Our Most Extraordinary Philanthropists
Special thanks to our newest Benefactors, whose transformational financial commitment to improving the health of our 
community has exceeded $1,000,000 in cumulative giving.
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Margaret Ranzman and Gary Holcomb
Margaret Ranzman and Gary 
Holcomb are just starting to 
enjoy retirement after working 
46 years in the stuffed toy 
industry; jobs which often 
required them to travel to 
Asia. At the beginning of 
the pandemic, because of 
their relationships with 
manufacturers in Asia, Margaret 
and Gary were able to get hard-

to-find face masks, which they donated to first responders.

Margaret used to work 16 hours a day between designing new 
toys, creating the samples, marketing them to stores and then 
producing the final product. While everyone knows how much 
children love stuffed toys, they’re both quick to point out that 
seniors share that same admiration. While Gary’s mom was a 
patient at Morton Plant Hospital, he recalls how comforted she 
felt when he brought her a white angora stuffed cat. Margaret 
and Gary have always made it a point to donate toys to hospitals 
and schools, especially around the holidays, in hopes that 
something as simple as hugging or holding a stuffed toy will 
help their anxiety. 

While they’ve lived in Belleair Bluffs since 1980, they first 
became connected with the Foundation through multiple 
experiences with Morton Plant Hospital. Shortly after the 
Foundation’s Toast to Life gala last October, they made a 
transformational gift to exceed the Benefactor level.

Ruth and Tom duPont
Ruth and Tom duPont’s 
journey of involvement with 
the Foundation began in 
May 1976, when they moved 
to the Tampa Bay area with 
their three daughters. Before 
moving, Tom served with his 
father in the Delaware House 
of Representatives and Senate. 
In 1976, he started a new job 
working with his father-in-law 

at Budget Rent-a-Car, which eventually led to Tom starting the 
duPont Registry, a well-known automobile magazine with an 
international brand. Now that he’s retired, Tom is focused on 
helping those in need and building up the community to be a 
better place for us all to live.

While Tom was working for 32 years to build the duPont 
Registry business, Ruth was busy leading several philanthropic 
endeavors, including the hospitals of Morton Plant Mease. As 
a former Foundation board member, she’s also a member of 
Women in Philanthropy, volunteered on Morton Plant Hospital’s 
oncology floor and chaired the duPont Family Challenge and 
Foundation’s Campaign to Transform Cancer Care that raised 
$10 million. Perhaps what’s nearest to her heart has been chairing 
Planters and supporting the Lois Odence Planters Endowment, 
which is named in memory of her mother, and provides need-
based scholarships for aspiring nurses at our hospitals.

When asked why they think extraordinary health care is so 
important to the community, they responded, “One thing you 
need to remember about first-class medical care - it’s not just a 
building and instruments and operating rooms, it’s a community 
of doctors, nurses and people who want to lead better lives by 
helping others.”
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Transforming Health Care Through Philanthropy
Thanks to remarkable community support, together we granted our hospitals more than $10.2 million last year. Your 
philanthropy helped bring comprehensive 3-D cardiac ultrasound technology to Morton Plant North Bay Hospital, the 
latest in minimally invasive robotic surgery to Mease Countryside Hospital with the da Vinci® XI Surgical System, the most 
advanced nursing education tools to Mease Dunedin Hospital including simulation training to sharpen our nurses’ critical 
thinking skills and funded the robotic Ion endoluminal system at Morton Plant Hospital for minimally invasive lung biopsy. 
Your gifts continue a legacy of excellence and contribute to lifesaving programs and technologies that have revolutionized 
patient care.

Foundation Grants to Morton Plant Mease in 2021: $10.25 million 

Omega endoscopy suite
$1,600,000

Turley Family Health Center
$1,300,000

Nursing excellence
$1,200,000

Morgan Heart Hospital
$1,000,000

da Vinci Xi Surgical System
$1,000,000 

Mako robotic arm system
$1,000,000

Cardiac care
$750,000

Ion endoluminal system
$600,000

Cancer care
$500,000

BioRobotics Aquablation system
$400,000

Spirituality and healing
$350,000  COVID-19 Response Fund

$300,000
Alzheimer’s and memory disorders
$250,000
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Ion Robotic-Assisted 
Surgical System
This robotic-assisted surgical system 
helps patients battling lung cancer. 
Physicians can biopsy smaller and 
more difficult-to-reach tissue, which 
may lead to earlier diagnoses, faster 
treatment and better outcomes.

Simulation Training  
and Education
Simulation technology gives our nursing 
education team the opportunity to 
practice skills that let them become more 
competent in performing the difficult 
and critical care that’s necessary to be a 
safe practitioner.

Omega Endoscopy Suite
Morton Plant Hospital’s new Omega 
endoscopy suite for complex pulmonary 
and gastrointestinal cases provides 
HD-quality images and more accurate 
fluoroscopy, while reducing radiation 
exposure to patients.

Health and Wellness 
Demonstration Kitchen
The Turley Family Health Center will 
soon offer a demonstration kitchen 
focused on educating their family 
medicine residents on how to teach 
patients about nutrition and diet 
as they relate to improved disease 
management, disease prevention  
and wellness.

Nursing Recognition
To be proactive in the face of a global 
nursing shortage, philanthropy helps 
our hospitals attract, reward, recognize 
and retain talented nurses while giving 
them the tools they need to advance in 
the nursing profession. 

 

COVID-19 Response Fund
The COVID-19 Response Fund was 
created in 2020 due to the overwhelming 
desire from our community to 
support our caregivers with meals and 
recognition, as well as urgent medical 
resources, including Tru-D® SmartUVC 
disinfection technology to help sanitize 
patient rooms.

Foundation Grants to Morton Plant Mease in 2021: $10.25 million 
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80

$10,250,000
9 PACU monitors installed to check heart 

rate, blood pressure and oxygenation

2021: Our Impact by the Numbers 

Total granted in 2021

26
Family medicine 
residents at 
Turley Family 
Health Center

50

100

Healthy meals delivered at 
home to congestive heart 
failure patients

Nutritional 
vitamin packages 
given to our 
bariatric patients

100
15 10

12

Car seats donated 

that grow  

from infant  

to childhood

Tru-D Smart 
UVC disinfecting 
robots funded 
for our hospitals

iPads and cases 
provided for behavioral 
health inpatients

Mock code carts distributed to 
help nurses sharpen their skills

Lois Odence Nursing 
Scholarships awarded
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24
Nurses trained 

through new LPN 
Team Nursing 

Training Program

336

4

1,800

30
10

Nuclear imaging patients 
walked on treadmill for 
stress images

Lois Odence Nursing 
Scholarships awarded

Underserved patients 
treated thanks to 
the Mammography 
Voucher Program

New patients seen at 
Madonna Ptak Center for 
Alzheimer’s and Memory Loss

345

Hospitals served

Patients 
enrolled in 
radiation 
oncology 
clinical trials

9,800
Patient and family visits by our 
chaplain residents and interns
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Celebrating the Team Members and Medical Teams of Morton Plant Mease

Our annual meeting celebrates donors of 
all levels and shares the impact that our 
community’s investments have at the hospitals 
of Morton Plant Mease. Earlier this year, we 
honored members of our Foundation family 
for their commitment to improving the health 
of our community. 

Due to the pandemic, this year we combined 
two years into one very special event where we 
proudly presented both the team members and 
medical teams of Morton Plant Mease with the 
Golden Flame Philanthropy Award, the highest 
honor given by Morton Plant Mease Health 
Care Foundation. 

While no amount of praise or round of 
applause is enough to express our gratitude, 
the annual meeting served as a special night to 
formally recognize these extraordinary heroes 
for the remarkable job they’ve done under 
extreme circumstances. Congratulations to the 
team members and medical teams of Morton 
Plant Mease for being well-deserved recipients 
of our Golden Flame Philanthropy Award. We 
thank you for all you do to improve the health 
of our communities.

2021 Distinguished Physician Leadership Awards
Mease Hospitals  – Dr. Bernard A. Macik Jr. 
Distinguished Physician Leadership Award
Robert T. Roth, MD – General Surgery

Morton Plant Hospital – Dr. Leslie L. Weiss 
Distinguished Physician Leadership Award
Douglas J. Spriggs, MD – Interventional 
Cardiology

Morton Plant Hospital – Dr. Mitchell M. 
Weiss Distinguished Physician Leadership 
Award
John A. Masson, MD – Cardiovascular and 
Pulmonary Diseases

Morton Plant North Bay Hospital – Distinguished Physician Leadership Award
Mahathi A. Reddy, MD – Internal Medicine and Nephrology

2022 Distinguished Physician Leadership Awards
Mease Hospitals – Dr. Bernard A. Macik Jr. 
Distinguished Physician Leadership Award
Robert Kopec, MD – Infectious Disease/
Internal Medicine

Morton Plant Hospital – Dr. Leslie L. Weiss 
Distinguished Physician Leadership Award
John C. Ofenloch, MD – Cardiothoracic 
Surgery

Morton Plant Hospital – Dr. Mitchell M. 
Weiss Distinguished Physician Leadership 
Award
Jeff Jensen, DO, MS, MPH, MBA – Chief Medical Officer, Morton Plant Hospital

Morton Plant North Bay Hospital – Distinguished Physician Leadership Award
Tejinder K. Dhaliwal, MD – Anesthesiology

Liz Marquis, team member services coordinator for Morton 
Plant Mease, accepted the 2021 Golden Flame Philanthropy 
Award on behalf of the team.

Robert T. Roth, MD, Douglas J. Spriggs, MD, John A. 
Masson, MD, Mahathi A. Reddy, MD

Robert Kopec, MD, Jeff Jensen, DO, MS, MPH, MBA, 
Tejinder K. Dhaliwal, MD, John C. Ofenloch, MD
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Planting the Seeds of Philanthropy

Dr. Yves Gabriel, Foundation board member, vascular surgeon and chair of BayCare’s 
vascular service line steering committee, was destined to practice medicine at Morton 
Plant Hospital.

While interviewing for his general surgery residency at the St. Luke’s-Roosevelt 
Hospital Medical Center in New York City, he recalls walking through the front doors 
of the main building into one of the grandest lobbies he had ever seen. “It seemed as 
though I was transported to the lobbies of yesteryear, where men wore top hats and 
blazers to go to the grocery store and women routinely dressed as though they were 
coming from a photo shoot for a glamour magazine,” recalls Dr. Gabriel. “It instilled a 
peaceful sense of wonder during a very anxious and stressful day.”

While researching the move of the St. Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital Medical Center to 
the new, multicampus Mount Sinai Medical System, he learned that two of these 
original six buildings that he routinely frequented since that first interview had been 
named national historical buildings as part of the 2002 Landmarks Preservation 
Commission Designation Report. While there, he couldn’t help but notice a 
prominent name above the front door of the main building – Plant.

The Plant Pavilion at St. Luke’s Hospital was built from donations provided by 
Margaret J. Plant, the second wife and widow of Henry B. Plant, founder of the Plant 
System of railroads and steamship lines. In fact, Morton Plant Hospital in Clearwater 
was named for Henry’s son. Margaret became a major philanthropist after Henry’s 
passing and continued the Plant tradition of providing resources for their community 
in such a way that the lives of many can forever be changed.

“It should come as no surprise how a young immigrant born in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo to Haitian parents, who came to the shores of the United States 
to pursue the American dream, can come to be touched by the story of such a 
distinguished philanthropic family, and then himself continue to write the story of 
giving with a pure and open heart,” says Dr. Gabriel.

Dr. Gabriel goes on to state that it has been an honor to serve on the Foundation 
Board of Directors to support activities that benefit the surrounding community and 
directly impacts the lives of those who call it home.   

Yves Gabriel, MD, vascular surgeon and Foundation  
board member

Thanks to donations from Margaret J. Plant, the Plant Pavilion 
in New York City was completed in 1906.

Morton Plant Hospital first opened in 1916.
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The Skip Cline Society hosted their 11th annual Seawall Rodeo and 
Inshore Fishing Tournament at the Carlouel Yacht Club to help raise 
funds for pediatric programs at the hospitals of Morton Plant Mease. 

Women in Philanthropy hosted their annual Women in Wealth 
panel at Ruth Eckerd Hall featuring Linda Griffin-Keliher, JD, LLM, 
Susan Washburn, CFP, JD, and Tish Wold, CFP.

The Planters virtual fall luncheon, with special guest speaker Sheila 
Hamilton, featured the presentation of the Lois Odence Nursing 
Scholarship to 10 Morton Plant Mease nursing students.

The Clearwater Threshers helped us strike out breast cancer at the 
16th annual Pitch for Pink baseball game at BayCare Ballpark, 
raising $11,400 to benefit our hospitals’ breast health services and 
programs. 

To celebrate the opening of the new Bilheimer Tower at Mease 
Countryside Hospital, the hospital hosted a special ribbon-cutting 
ceremony to honor all the donors and leaders who helped make this 
project possible. 

A Toast to Life, our signature black tie gala at the Innisbrook Resort, 
celebrated the opening of the new Bilheimer Tower and supported 
our campaign for Mease Countryside Hospital. 

The 32nd annual Dr. George Morris Memorial Morton Plant Mease 
Health Care Foundation Golf Tournament was presented by Superior 
Group of Companies and benefited the Dr. Morris Earn as You Learn 
Nursing Education Program.

The new physicians welcome reception, hosted by Dr. Robert Entel, was 
held at the Dimmitt Jaguar Land Rover Clearwater and welcomed more 
than 30 physicians to the BayCare family.

The Adler Legacy Society celebrated their members at their annual 
reception, which was held at the Belleair Country Club and featured 
keynote speaker and board-certified cardiologist, Dr. Michael Barry.

Connected with Our Community
Gifts from individuals, corporations, foundations and organizations have a significant impact on the ability of our hospitals 
to carry out their mission of providing high-quality, compassionate care. Although events and social gatherings looked much 
different this year, we’re grateful for all our community members who supported these fundraising events. These events are 
not only an opportunity to raise much-needed funds for a particular program or area, but also provide awareness for them.
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Donor Bill of Rights

Donor Bill of Rights 

Philanthropy is based on voluntary action for the common good. It’s a tradition of 
giving and sharing that’s primary to the quality of life. To ensure that philanthropy 
merits the respect and trust of the general public, and that donors and prospective 
donors can have full confidence in the nonprofit organizations and causes they’re 
asked to support, we declare that all donors have these rights:

	 I. �To be informed of the organization’s mission, of the way the organization 
intends to use donated resources and of its capacity to use donations effectively 
for their intended purposes 

	 II. �To be informed of the identity of those serving on the organization’s governing 
board, and to expect the board to exercise prudent judgment in its stewardship 
responsibilities 

	 III. To have access to the organization’s most recent financial statements 

	 IV. �To be assured their gifts will be used for the purposes for which they were given 

	 V. To receive appropriate acknowledgement and recognition 

	 VI. �To be assured that information about their donation is handled with respect 
and with confidentiality to the extent provided by law 

	 VII. �To expect that all relationships with individuals representing organizations of 
interest to the donor will be professional in nature 

	VIII. �To be informed whether those seeking donations are volunteers, employees of 
the organization or hired solicitors 

	 IX. �To have the opportunity for their names to be deleted from mailing lists that an 
organization may intend to share 

	 X. �To feel free to ask questions when making a donation and to receive prompt, 
truthful and forthright answers 

The Donor Bill of Rights was created by the Association of Fundraising Professionals 
(AFP), the Association for Healthcare Philanthropy (AHP), the Council for 
Advancement and Support of Education (CASE), and the Giving Institute: Leading 
Consultants to Non-Profits.

2022 Foundation 
Board of Directors

William J. Fisher, Chairman
Sydney E. Niewierski, Vice Chair
Jon M. Brethauer, Treasurer
Darlene D. Ferenz, Secretary

Frederick Ahari
Michael Barry, MD
Ray Bouchard
Allie Cantonis
Peter B. Dimmitt
Kevin Donoghue
John G. Estock
Yves Gabriel, MD
Lou P. Galdieri
Diane M. Gobo
Gerry Goldhammer
Lindsey Crown Hardee
Jeff Jensen, DO
Thomas J. Kurey III
Brad M. Meinck
Nancy S. Paikoff
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Our Mission
Morton Plant Mease Health Care Foundation is committed to supporting the 
hospitals of Morton Plant Mease to improve the health and wellness of our 
community by inspiring people to invest in extraordinary, compassionate care.

Our Vision
The values of the Morton Plant Mease Health Care Foundation family are integrity, 
compassion, respect, responsibility, trust and excellence. 

Our Values
Morton Plant Mease Health Care Foundation will be the leader in promoting 
initiatives that deliver exceptional health care in Pinellas and Pasco counties.  
We will be a catalyst for improving the health of the communities we serve. 


